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Organic production is an EU product quali-
ty scheme. Requirements related to organic 
production are specified under EU legislation. 
While this is a quality scheme, it also repre-
sents sustainability issues. Sustainability is 
required in tourism and this is why broaden-
ing organic tourism product development is 
beneficial. Organic production in the context 
of tourism could also be a sign of responsi-
bility, safety and quality. 

In tourism the word organic is usually associ-
ated with either organic food or organic agri-
culture. In addition to organic farming, a part 
of organic crop production is collection of wild 
plants. At present, about 12 million hectares 
of Finland’s forests are certified organic col-
lecting areas. These areas cover about 40% 
of Finland’s land area and they could be dou-
bled as forests cover more than 86% of Fin-
land’s land area. This means a large potential 
to produce organic wild berries, mushrooms, 
herbs and special nature products, such as 
birch sap, without inputs. 

While these organic natural products can 
be part of tourism services, the organic cer-
tification of collecting areas is also an effec-
tive means to demonstrate and enhance the 
reputation of the purity of Finnish nature. 
Organic certification is an internationally 
known and widely confessed quality system. 
The certification has very precise rules and it 
is controlled every year. Therefore this certi-
fication differs from numerous certification 
labels connected with tourism, whose rules 
can be challenging to clarify for an ordinary 
tourist.

UUSIMAA
61

KAAKKOIS-SUOMI
0

SOUTHWEST FINLAND
107

PIRKANMAA
145SATAKUNTA

491

SOUTH SAVO
1838

OSTROBOTHNIA
822

SOUTH OSTROBOTHNIA
10

CENTRAL FINLAND
34

NORTH SAVO
13

NORTH OSTROBOTHNIA 
124 1252

KAINUU
138 1923

LAPLAND
900 1633

NORTH KARELIA
173

HÄME
74

1000000–

0

–500

500–1000

1000–1000000

Organic collection area 
in Finland at end of the 
year 2016, ha

Ph
ot

o 
A

nt
er

o 
Te

itt
in

en

The aim of this study is to investigate and in-
novate the possibilities how organic produc-
tion can be used in tourism in Finland, how 
the tourism sector perceives the benefits of 
organic in their business and customers’ ex-
periences. Organic production is weakly uti-
lised and investigated in the context of tour-
ism. As a result of the study will be obtained 
an overall picture on how the tourism sector 
benefits from organic production.

South Savo is an excellent pilot area:
the best region for recreation, with 47796 vacation homes
a significant centre of organic production, research and 
development
the most forested province in Finland
possible to certify over one million hectares as organic 
collecting areas
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The pristine nature, purity and safety are strengths of developing of tourism in Finland.

The tourism companies can offer their customers organic 
products and trips on organic collecting areas.

Set out for organic! Benefiting the added value of organic in 
tourism business of South Savo. The project is financed by 
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).


